farthest end of the meeting. But a Punjabi friend offered
to repeat with his loud voice word for word what Gan-
dhiji spoke. The contrivance worked. Gandhiji said that
^after his experience of the last evening, he had decided
not to offer public prayer unless the whole audience
without exception wished to have the prayer. He had
never imposed anything on any one, much less could he
impose such a highly spiritual thing as prayer. The
response must be from the heart. There could be no
question of pleasing him. His prayer meetings had cer-
tainly become popular and lakhs of people seemed to
have gained therefrom. But in these times of tension he
could understand the resentment of the sufferers. Only
no one should expect him to omit that part of the prayer,
which to him seemed objectionable. It had to be accepted
heartily as it was or rejected. For him recitation from the
Quran was an integral part of the prayer.
CURB ANGER
Turning to the burning question of the day Gan-
clhiji said that he was prepared to understand their
resentment and the consequent impatience. But if they
deserved their independence, they would learn to subdue
their resentment and trust their Government to do the
best. He was presenting to them not his own way of
non-violence, much as he would like to. But he knew
that he was out of court today. He suggested to them
the adoption of the path that all democratic nations
had adopted. In a democracy the individual will was
governed and limited by the social will which was the
State, which was governed by and for democracy. If
every individual took the law into his own hands there
was no State, it became anarchy, i.e. absence of social
law or State. That way lay destruction of liberty.
Therefore, they should subdue their anger and let the
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